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WORKSHOP ON ENVIRONMENTAL JOURNALISM

22 November 2005
2:30 pm — 5:00 pm, Amaltas Hall, India Habitat Centre, New Delhi

sl

Conducted by Jm Detjen, Director, Knight Centre for Environment Journalism and Dave
Poulson, Assstant Director, Knight Centre for Environment Journaism.

Environment & Fuine Fasrins.
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No. of participants
Approximately 40 participants, mostly students.

Presentations

The dating point for Detjen was why environment journdism is important. Natura
disasters have encouraged new kinds of ctizen journdism — blogs, cdl phone photos and
webgtes. Environment journdism is important as most of what the public knows about
scence and environment comes from news media — TV (80%), newspaper (50%),
internet (20%) and radio (18%). Citizen's biggest concern in the 21% century is
environment followed by war, povety, crime, overpopulation, etc. Environment

journdlism helps combat scientific illiteracy.

Scientists, government agencies, environmenta activists and eyewitnesses are people that
have been inteviewed by ewironment journdigs in  pursuit  of  dories
www.proofnet.com and www.mediaresourceserviceorg are two sources of finding

thousands of science experts. Some ways of obtaining information are public documents,
court reports, databases and libraries, eyewitnesses reporting, aerid and satdlite images
and hiring experts to do testing (in the case of investigetive reporting).

Detjen cited some usgful journdism organizations — the Society for Environmentd
Journdists (www.sg.org), Knight Centre for Environmentd Journdism, Internationd
Science  Writers Association, Nationd Association of Science Writers,  Investigative
Reporters and Writers and  International  Federation of Environmentd Journdists

(Www.ifg.org).

The big question here is how do you make sense in evaluatling environment risks? The
best environment journdism is grounded in sound science and put into a higtorica
context. It is important to know who you are writing for, to include multiple sources of
information and double-check informetion for verification and confirmation.
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Environmenta journdigts face such chdlenges as evauating risks, trandaing jargon,
making technica information interesting, deding in uncertainties besdes the hazards in
covering environment disssters. There is dso the dilemma on ethics. He concluded that
journdism is in the middle of an epochd transformation as momentous as probably the
invention of the tdegrgph and televison. Technology is regpidly changing things for

journdids.

Dave Poulson's presentation was entitled ‘Frontiers of environment journdism — get out
of the office and learn some killsS. He dressed that being an environment journdist is
not the same as an environmentaist reporter. One has to look for facts, and in searching
for these facts, one shoud think about pushing one's limits. He referred to the two
journadists who worked on the loss of wetlands in FHorida by generating their own data
from salite images. Poulson emphaszed on the use of technologies and visud
references to communicate, as this would not only incresse impact but aso has the
posshility of leading to stories.

Discussion

Blogs become important where information is criticd of governments, especidly in
environmenta issues and in a Stuaion where hardly any TV channds dase such dories.
Questions were raised regarding internationd platforms to share and report issues and
possihility of payment in e-journdism.

K ey issues of concern
Marketing environment to editors and the question of linking environment to other issues

were key issues in the workshop.
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