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INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL

JOURNALISTS (IFEJ) CONGRESS
9:30am — 5:30 pm, 21 November 2005, Gulmohar Hall, India Habitat Centre, New Delhi

The International Federation of Environment Journdiss (IFEJ), which was formed in 1993 in
Dresden, held its 13" Congress in New Delhi in conjunction with the environment and wildlife
film fedtivd, Vatavaran — 2005 hosted by the Centre for Media Studies (CMS). The theme of the
congress was ‘Human-Wildlife Conflicts and Sugtainable Development’. The congress, which
was held for three days from 21% to 23" November, opened with an address by the Chairperson
of the Forum of Environmenta Journdigts of India (FEJ), Daryl D’Monte. In its three-day long
deliberations, the congress hosted one open session, three presentations, four pand discussons
and two workshops. Avaling the opportunity of Vatavaran 2005, journdists specidized in
covering environment and wildlife from eight countries met over these four days and ddiberated
their experience in their respective countries and appeded to Governments and TV channels to

consider more pro-active coverage of these issues.

International Federation of Environmental Journalists (IFEJ) Annual Congress
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Date: 21 November 2005

Presentation: Environment and Media
Presenter: Dr. Bhaskara Ran, Chairman, Centre for Media Studies, New Ddhi

Background and purposes The main objective in this presentation was to provoke people to
think. Dr Rao acknowledged power of the media to set the agenda However, the media do not
work in isolation. There are various socid linkages and contredictions & work that influence
media dynamics. Power shifts in this context could be seen in terms of who conditutes the ‘new
gatekeepers as againg the ‘old gatekeepers': the emphasis had shifted to “me and ming’, from
“we and us’. His presentation was based on the data collected by the CMS Media Lab wing of
the Centre for Media Studies, which is specificdly devoted to the monitoring of print and
eectronic media Significantly, there has been a decline both in the reportage of socid and
environmentd issues in the media as wdl as that of politics conventionaly, the preoccupation
with politics has been a the cost of the former. Dr Rao mentioned that the problem sarts with
people thinking of environment as the government’s responshility. He drongly asserted that

tdevison and films could make a difference.

Chair’s remarks. Across the world, opinion polls show tha environment figures among the
three to five top concerns because it is related to hedth — a message that politicians, bureaucrats
and, mog of dl, the media itsdf does not understand. Media specidly, in India, is dumbing
down with avengeance, which is al'so being referred to as the * Murdochisation of the media.

Presentation: Badng his andyss on monitoring nine nationd news channds in India, Dr. Rao
reveded that coverage on environment issues has declined to just 1.3% of the tota number of
news items in 2003 and less than 1% in 2005 (up to September 2005). Pre-occupation with party
politics dso showed decline as dso that of socid development (hedth, development and
environment). Data showed a fixation with Delhi and Mumba as the origin of news. Rurd India
did figure in naiond channds, it was as if nothing was hgppening in the rurd India The

contradiction, in terms of the concerns of media, was ‘me and mine' as opposed to ‘we and us .
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The credibility of the print media had gone up but it was atempting to follow televison, as
agang the other way round initidly. Newspapers were doing a better job in covering
environment. This has been shown by case sudies like Mathrubhumi, a Kerda-based regiona

paper. When the paper took up water as an issue, its circulation went up.

Dr. Bhaskara Rao highlighted that the mass media promoted a “me and ming’ syndrome. Unless
there was a “we and us’ engagement, environment concerns could not be addressed. The
community should matter more than the consumer, but it was the consumer and markets tha
mattered today. The media was posng a threat to environment issues in terms of its content,
direction, priorities and pre-occupations. The paradigm shift added to this problem. *Gatekeepers
of change refered to media people -- journdids, editors, sub-editors, etc., but the scene has
changed today. Today there is advertising, corporate public relations, market research and
gpaceltime buyers. There is a need to sendtize them, for alarger impact.

The environment and wildife film fesivd — Vatavaran 2005 -- was an atempt to promote
environment concerns. It amed a gdvanizing civil society, promoting space for environment
issues in the public media and provoking the public and opinion-makers. Its response could be
gauged from the fact that from an initid number of around 100 entries in its firs year (2002), it
increased to 154 in 2003 and 244 in 2005. Dr. Bhaskara Rao hoped to am himsdf with case
dudies to convince the media that by tackling these redities, ther ratings and credibility would

only improve,

Discussion: Dhara Vaa drew dtention to the space in-between, where negotiation/persuason
takes place. Participants noted that the response to Vatavaran showed that there was an interest in
environment as an issue. A paticipant cited the decline in coverage of the environment in the
eectronic media though the interest on these issues was going up. He further questioned what
exactly condtituted an environment story and what did not: the lines between environment and

other issues could be blurred.
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Shantanu Dey wondered that if the data showed a drop in coverage not only environment but
adso of politics, which was consdered the centrd concern, what then had replaced it? The
response was that markets and consumer-related issues had taken centrestage.

Key issues of concern: Unrestrained consumerism in mass media, a paradigm power shift in

media dynamics and absence of rurdl issuesin media coverage.

Date: 21% November, 2005
Presentation: Human —Wildlife conflicts, with reference to India’ s vanishing Tigers
Presenter: Sunita Narain, Editor, Down to Earth, Director, Centre for Science and Environment

and Head, Government of India s Task Force on Tigers.

Background and purpose: The objective of the presentation was to look beyond the declining
tigers at Sariska and other National Parks, to examine what factors were responsible for this
criss.

Presentation: Naran made a drong case on the need for environment journdists to remain
primarily journdidgs, reporting the facts, and not to turn into environmentdists themselves. She
drew attention to stories that appeared in he Indian Express on the 20" and 21% of November,
citing that it was based on the confessons of a poor man in the Ranthambhore Nationd Park and
that there was no other proof that the man had actually poached. Tigers were so magnificent that
journdists could get swayed by emotion rather than report on the facts.

What went wrong in Sariska was a breskdown in interna management, coupled with commercid
poaching that had links with organized networks. Actud tiger sghtings — as didinct from the
officid estimates of the tiger populaion -- reveded sdective poaching in 2005. The breakdown
in the relations between park managers and the loca people was a cause of great concern; there
was tremendous bitterness between the two. Huge populations in the fringe area were dependent

on the reserve for grazing and firewood. This put the tiger in jeopardy, as villagers were coming
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into the reserve. The current goproach of guns-guards-fences smply did not work. The reserves
needed to be better protected, but each reserve needed to be protected differently: there was no
“one-gze-fits-dl” drategy.

The “core tragedy” of the centra Indian peninsula was that the poorest people lived in the richest
aress. The tiger didricts were dso where the forests, mines and watersheds were located. The
report of the Tiger Task Force, “Joining The Dats’, drongly recommended the setting up of a
Wildlife Crime Bureau. The internationd community’s inability to crack down on poachers was
aso srongly critiqued. The report pointed to the need to expand the areas where only the tigers
lived, if it was possble to relocate villagers, and but pointed to coexisence being a more likely
denouement. Ms. Narain mentioned that in 30 years of Project Tiger, there has been no
assessment of the number of people living in tiger reserves.
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Discussion: Richad Brock, the British film-maker, suggested that guns, fences and guards
should be replaced by DVDs Naran responded that while senstive films were needed,
amplidic films have done more harm. She stressed the need for a holigtic development Strategy.
Suggestions were made on relocating villages within sanctuaries.

Key issues of concern: First and foremost issue was the need for journalists to report what they
saw, not what they did not — and to reman enironment journdists without turning into
environmentalists.  Secondly, conservation practices needed to be dte-specific. Thirdly, the

management of natura resources was a core development issuein India.

Date: 21° November 2005

Panel discussion: Do Tigers or People Prevail ?

Panelists. Chaired by Keya Acharya, Vice Char, FEJ; Pankg Sekhsaria, Kapvriksh, Pune,
Madhu Sarin, Land rights activist, Chandigarh and P.K. Sen, World Wide Fund for Nature,
Ddhi.

Background and purpose: The pand discussion took off from Sunita Narain's presentation on

conservation practices in Indiaand carried forward the theme of human-wildlife conflicts

Chair’s remarks. There was a perception in most of the western media that poaching happens
because south-east nations are behind it, but the role of the richer western nations that are part of
thistrade is not highlighted enough.

Presentation: For Pankg Sekhsaria, the question Do tigers or people prevail? brought forth the
development paradigm in the context of wildlife. However, he asked why this issue had to be
posed as a choice in this manner. He emphasized that the focus on tiger was important but the
scope needed to be broadened to conservation as a whole, as it concerned not only tigers but dso
other species of animds and plants as well. Issues of socid equity in reation to development and

consarvation needed to be examined.
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Madhu Sarin described the very question as unfortunate, as both needs to be looked into. The
conditution had two separate schedules on governance of tribal areas, Schedule V and VI.
Ironically, as wildlife conservation was geiting media attention, no one was looking into what
was happening to the conditutional requirements regarding rights of the people. “Tigers versus
people’ was not the issue but land rights certainly was. Vast dretches of land have been
gppropriated by the date. In the name of development, mining and related practices were being
cleared without looking a the ground redities and the consequences for the people. Outsiders
were dlowed to exploit resources, but not locd people. This had resulted in the indigenous
people being converted to thieves or poachers in their own lands. For instance, Orissa demands a
royaty 30 times more on tendu leaves than on bauxite. She pointed to the governance issue of

recognizing triba rights over their own land.

The question was one of sudainability for PK. Sen — how to sudtain tribds and tigers in a
particular space. Unfortunately this country did not lave a policy for managing tigers, despite the
conditutiond guarantee to protect wildlife. The Minidry in charge of land-use should chart out a
land-use pattern to decide which land was to be put for which purpose. Even where rights had
been given, they had not been utilized properly. Relocation was the priority of the government,
not of the forest department. The rurd development department had money for hedth, education,
housing and for dl other amenities when the villages are shifted out and named revenue villages.

Discussion: Armed guards had reduced poaching in the rhino sanctuary of Kaziranga in Assam
but the same would lead to anarchy in Bihar. Conservation needs had to be addressed
gpecificaly. Mapping of forest cover did not help, as there was the possbility of vast stretches of
wadeland being liged as forests. While relocation gave tribas land, this was not enough, since
they could no longer sustain themsalves from the forest and without this resource, they could not
aurvive. The conservation policy had created conflicts. As regards inadequacy of data, the Forest
Survey of India did not diginguish between plantations and foreds, while the Forest
Conservation Act did not accept the former as forests.
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Key issues of concern: Indigenous peopl€'s rights, relocation issues, conflicts arisng out of
consvation policies, environment concerns in conflict regions and mining activities continuing

without legal clearance.

Date: 21° November 2005

Pand discussion: Are environmental journalists a vanishing species?

Panelist: Chaired by Daryl D’'Monte; Jm Detjen, Director, Knight Centre for Environment
Journdism, Michigan State University, US.

Background and purpose Jm Detjen dressed that environmental journdists are not vanishing
but are cetanly threstened. Naturad disasters have sparked off new kinds of citizen journdism —
blogs, cdl phone photos, the use of net to provide for ways of aiding people, etc.

Presentation: In 2002, Mark Schleifstein of Times-Picayune in New Orleans predicted the likely
collgpse of the levees and the flooding of the city, as occurred in 2005 due to Hurricane Katrina.
This was some of the best invedtigative reporting in America on environment in America
Katrina has spurned new kinds of journalism — websites, cell phone photos, etc.

The Society for Environmenta Journdists (SEJ) in the US, with 1,500 members, continues to
offer new resources to its members. The SEJ has shown a rapid increase in fredance journdids,
academics and news mediain its membership.

Why is environment journalism important? Most of what the public knows about science and
environment comes from news media — TV (80%), newspaper (50%), internet (20%) and radio
(18%). The ditizen's biggest concern in the 21% century is environmert, followed by war,
poverty, crime, overpopulation, etc. Environment journdism helps combat scientific illiteracy.
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Environment as a beat began in the 1960s. Rachel Carson’s book Slent Soring (1962) helped set
the dage for the environment movement in the U.S. Newspapers started hiring environment
reporters in the 1970s and 1980s. Its coverage has waxed and waned but has increased overal in
the last 30 years. News coverage on the environment has shown an incresse following
cdamities. Instances can be dted of Three Mile Idand (1979), Bhopa (1984), Chernobyl (1986)
and BExxon Vddez ol spill (1989). The Exxon oil spill in Alaska sparked off the growth of
environment reporting on TV and the news media. World population growth, risng water usage,
globa warming and the problems caused by it are expected to remain critica environment issues
in the next 50 years. Some of the environment issues in India are deforedtation, air pollution,
water pollution, tiger and wildlife threats, controversy over dams anima gspecies and soil

eroson.

Journdism as a fied is changing. In 2004, it is in the middle of an epochd transformation. Some
of the factors influencing this transformation are technica changes, growth in the concerns of
media, decline of maindream media Other sources of news in the US comprise ethnic media,
dternative news, internet, National Public Radio. Environment news on TV is fast disgppearing
and the credibility of news has continued to decline. Other problems are the lack of resources,
decline in internationd news coverage and mainsream newspapers covering celebrities more
than serious and nationa issues. On the brighter side, the public has shown interest. Environment
and science journdlists are better educated. Moreover, professona organizations are not only
growing but ae financdly hedthy. Environment-development issues, specidly sustanability,
are being reported in the non-traditiond media Experiments are growing with citizen journdism,
the media democracy movement and blogs and wikis.

Is dtizen journdism redly journdiam? Information in dtizen journdism is often unconfirmed
and raw but many socid and politicdl movements did begin with it. An indance is of Tom Pane
during the American Revolution. An ethicd dilemma faced by journdigts is the blurring of lines
between news and business, which can get trandated into a conflict of interest.
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Chair’s remark: The dtuation in India is different and there has been a marked decline since
the1980s. Environment journadism took root after the Emergency when the Indian media came to
its own. Hindi journdists, who covered issues like the Chipko (Hug the Tree) movement in the
Himdayas, did the best work. Development and environment are two sdes of the same coin. It is
not aquegtion of stopping the trees from being cut but seeing that the root cause was the lack of
development which forces men to migrate and women to forage resources for themsdves.
Environmentd movements in indudrialy developed nations are different from that in developing
ones and this is reflected in ther journadism. The environment binds nations, which are otherwise
in conflict with each other.

Discussion: Issues that were brought up were water resources, the Narmada dam, migrants,
dangers of citizen journdiam. According to Detjen, one reason for citizen journdism being on
the rise is that the mainstream media has been declining, cregting avoid.

Key issues of concern: Presarving the environment in the face of development.

Date: 22" November 2005
Pand discussion: Origind title Does TV do a better job on environment reporting? — which

was modified asHow can TV do a better job on covering the environment?

Panelists. Chaired by Ndaka Gunawardene, TVE Asga Pecific, Colombo; Damandegp Singh,
Nationa Geographic Channd India, New Dehi; Swati Thyagrgan, NDTV, New Dehi; and
Bahar Dutt, CNN-IBN, New Ddhi.
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Background and purpose: The Chair suggested that the title be changed to ‘How can TV do a
better job in covering the environment? Rather than compare TV with other media, it would be
more productive to see how this powerful medium can improve its own coverage. Surveys across
Asa Paific have shown tha TV has emeged as the primary source of environmenta
information for the non-specidist public across much of Asa This provides both opportunities
and chdlenges for environmentaly conscious journdigs and film-makers to use this powerful
medium to communicate messages of conservation and lifestyle change.

This medium's versility is in tha it offe's a range of programming formats for getting
environmental  information across. news and current affars, documentary, public service
announcement (PSA), and even entertainment formats like drama and music. Each of these
formats offers different paths to engage various segments of our mass audience, and these can be
used effectively to rase awareness, advocate for specific changes, influence behaviour and
lifestyles, and support environmenta education, he said. Gunawardene quoted Sunita Naran
from her opening address & the Vatavaran Film Fedivd, where she sad many environmenta
dories are complex, multi-faceted and chalenging, and asked: ‘How do we tell these complex
stories to people who are not necessarily interested or informed about the background issues?

Vatavaran 2005 Environment and Wildlife Film Festival 11
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Presentation: Swati Thyagargian mentioned that print medium has so far done a far better job
than TV in covering the environment. In NDTV, 95 per cent of coverage is on entertainment and
politics while 5 per cent is on issues such as environment. There are severd condrants in
covering environmenta gories for TV, incduding: the need for visud proof for a gory; problem
of filming sources who often don't wish to be quoted or ther identity known; limited budgets,
and difficulty of access to some locations of environmentd interes. There are dso inditutiona
chdlenges in getting environment gories on air, though it has been becoming easer in the last
three years. TV has been accused of ‘dumbing down’ dories, and being a superficid medium.
While it is true that compromises have to be made to make a story more appeding, the medium
aso has its huge advantages: it is immediate and effective with audiences — seding is bdieving. It
dill remans a rdaivdy expensve medium. There are dso dtuations where the environmenta
culprits being investigated in news gories turn out to be big-time advertisers of the same media
organizetion.

Bahar Dutt pointed out that the potentid of TV medium in communicating complex issues of
environment and wildlife remains largely untgpped. She agreed that the print medium is doing a
far better job -- but then, it has a longer history than TV and has evolved to that stage over time.
Evoking the audience is important, but that needs to be badanced with a solid base of science in
conservation dories. She related her own experience as a former conservationiss who took to

tdlevison mid-career to get people more supportive of conservation.

She lamented that there is not enough coverage of the stience of consarvation in many
environmental stories gppearing on Indian televison. She added: We need more resources, time
and reporters to engage in more in-depth and sustained coverage of issues as they evolve. We
adso nead to move environmental stories away from being treated as soft, feature stories to hard

news. There are serious turf wars being fought over environment and natural resources.
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Damandeep Singh addressed the larger problem of reporting environment. Media practitioners
need to be aware of commercidised media being exploitative of dtuations, people and issues
they cover. “The public interest is not necessarily what drives the medids agenda There are
many pressures — including politicd and commercid — that play on media organisations” he
said. He added: “We need to find or create new space for more postive stories. But let’s be clear
that it's not media’s role to educate; that's only a by-product of the media playing its principa
roles of investigeting, reporting, andysing and informing.”

Discussion: The discusson covered aspects as diverse as the political economy of the mass
media and ethicd congderdaions of environmentd coverage to the impact of new media
technologies and outlets on how environment is covered in the maindream media The following

concerns were raised during discussion.

Credit-taking by portraying a story as bresking story though it may not be bresking in that

Fneisan isue.

Pankg Sekhsaria, of the environmenta group Kapavriksh, raised the issue of fordagn film
crews vidting India and engaging in bribery and corruption to obtain filming permits and to
gan access to redricted areas such as wildlife sanctuaries and nationd parks. “In the end
they might get a good dory, but it spoils the chances of adl others who come after them,”
Sekhsaria added.

Bahar Duit recalled how a park ranger had once offered to dig up buried eggs just so she
could film it. “I immediately turned it down, but someone dse might have been tempted — it

was a chance for agood visua.”

The ethics of usng hidden cameras was aso discussed. There was broad agreement that it
was acceptable when engaging in invedtigative — sometimes hazardous — reporting on illega
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activities tha damage the environment. These incude smuggling in endangered species of
wild animals and plants, or poaching in protected aress.

An environmenta educator lamented how too many good films that are made for teevison
remain beyond the reach of those engaged in awareness raisng and education. Too often,
there are copyright redtrictions, language barriers and other factors that prevent these materid
from being used, she said.

Key issues of concern: Tendency to see things as ‘either-or' Stuations — people versus wildlife,
ethical codes of conduct, the need to convince editors visud proofs and the difficulty in getting
people to tak on camera, dong with the role of the vernacular media formed key issues of

concern.

Date: 22"% November 2005
Workshop: E-journalism

Presenter
Jm Dsijen, Director, Knight Centre for Environment Journdism and Dave Poulson, Assgtant
Director, Knight Centre for Environment Journalism

No. of participants: approximately 40 participants, mostly students.

Presentation: The dating point for Detjen was why environment journadism is important.
Naturd disasters have encouraged new kinds of citizen journdism — blogs, cel phone photos and
webgtes. Environment journalism is important as most of what the public knows about science
and environment comes from news media — TV (80%), newspaper (50%), internet (20%) and
radio (18%). Citizen's biggest concern in the 21% century is environment followed by war,
poverty, crime, overpopulation, etc. Environment journdism helps combat scientific illiteracy.
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Scientigts, government agencies, environmentd activits and eyewitnesses are people that have

been interviewed by environment journdists in pursuit of dories. www.proofnet.com and

www.mediaresourceserviceorg are two sources of finding thousands of science experts. Some

ways of obtaining information are public documents, court reports, databases and libraries,
eyewitnesses reporting, agrid and satdlite images and hiring experts to do testing (in the case of

investigetive reporting).

Detjen cited some useful journdism organizations — the Society for Environmental Journdists
(Wwww.sg.org), Knight Centre for Environmenta Journdism, International Science Writers
Association, National Association of Science Writers, Investigative Reporters and Writers and
Internationa Federation of Environmenta Journaists (www.ifgj.org).
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sience and put into a higtoricd
context. It is important to know who
you ae writing for, to include
multiple sources of information and
double-check information for
veification and confirmation. Environmentd journdists face such chdlenges as evauating risks,

trandating jargon, making technicd information interegting, deding in uncertainties besides the

hazards in covering environment disagters. There is dso the dilemma on ethics. He concluded
that journdism is in the middle of an epochd transformaion as momentous as probably the
invention of the telegrgph and television. Technology israpidly changing things for journdigs.
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Dave Poulson’'s presentation was entitled

‘Frontiers of environment journdism — get
out of the office and learn some kills. He
dressed that being an environment journdist

is not the same a an environmentaist

reporter. One has to look for facts, and in
searching for these facts one should think
about pushing one's limits. He referred to the

two journdists who worked on the loss of
wetlands in Horida by generding ther own daa from sadlite images. Poulson emphasized on
the use of technologies and visud references to communicate, as this would not only incresse
impact but aso has the posshility of leading to Sories.

Discussion: Blogs become important where information is critica of governments, especidly in
environmentd issues and in a dtuation where hardly any TV channds chase such dories
Questions were raised regarding internationa platforms to share and report issues and possibility
of payment in e-journgism.

Key issues of concern: Makeing environment to editors and the question of linking
environment to other issues were key issuesin the workshop.

Date: 23'% November 2005

Open session: How environment journalists can help themsel ves.

Chaired by Darryl D’Monte

Background and purposes The open sesson was amed a throwing up ideas on how
environment journdists can hep sustain themsaves. Since a large number of such journdids are
fredance, they could be helped by helping each other getting published in their countries or
regions.
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Chair’s remarks: In capitds like Ddhi, which has among the largest number of broadsheets in
the world, it is difficult to get the atention of journadists, as shown by the sparse attendance,
because they are pampered and have too many other issues occupying them. The finction of the
IFEJ was to keep environmenta journdigts throughout the world in touch with each other, as
environment was getting increesngly globdised. It aranged for journdisgs to attend
international  conferences, held training workshops and put out useful information on its ligsarv.
Its dogan could well be: ‘ networking or not working'.

Discussion: Paticipants shared information on available resources like web-links, fdlowships.

Some of the resource links were complusdlianceorg, downtoearth.org, www.scidev.net,

indiatogether.org,  infochangeindiaorg — sudstainablebusinesscom,  craglis.org,  www.loe.org,
Neiman Fdlowships (at Havad Univerdty), Stanford Universty, Knight Wadlace Felowships
(Michigan), Knight Science Writers Fdlowships (MIT), Reuters Fdlowships and Fulbright
Scholarships. Mention was aso made of the Hupert Humphrey Felowships for journdists from

the developing world.

Discussion: Usman Jmada raised the issue of outlets for environment sories. As environment
concerns in Nigeria modly focused on oil spills, forests, conservation and activities of il
companies - who are mostly advertisers as well - the efforts of environment journdists do not
find support in the media. There is, hence, a serious need for outlets. The suggestion was to try to
get published through environment journalists networks of contacts.

Another need for environmental journdists, specidly fredancers, was to build contacts with
NGOs and esearch organizations. A suggestion was to relate environment to other spheres, ‘to
tak in ther own language. This meant that if the medium was oriented towards entertainment,

environment concerns should respond accordingly.

Key issues of concern: Difficulties of marketing environment to editors, opportunities for

networking among internationa environment reporters.
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Date: 23'9 November 2005

Presentation: Seven years of Conservation International’s Biodiversity Reporting Award in

Latin America and Africa

Presenter: Haroldo Castro, Vice President, Global Communications, Conser vation

I nternational.

Background and purpose The purpose of the presentation was to discuss an andyss of the
trends of the Biodiversty Reporting Award (BDRA) and its evolution since 1999. The BDRA is
an enwironmenta journdism contest desgned to increese the quantity and qudity of
environmenta reporting by building capacity, providing training and recognizing the outstanding
work of enwironmentd journdigs in the biodiversty-rich countries where Conservation
International (Cl) works. The BDRA is a collaborative effort between CI, the Internationa
Center for Journdigts (ICFJ)) the International Federation of Environmenta Journdists (IFEJ)
and the Fundacion Biodiversidad (FB).

No. of participants. Approximatdy 30 participants.

Presentation: The presentation dtarted with a video clip a@out the BDRA, which provided
generd information about the award and dips of the internationa award ceremonies that took
place during 2005.

Mr. Cadtro's presentation was based on an andysis of the results of the BDRA from 1999 to
2005, in Brazil and the five Andean countries, Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Venezuda
A total of 999 articles written by 446 journdists from 191 media were compared and analyzed.

The andyss studied what topics journdists favored in each country, the BDRA jury tendencies
when sdecting the winner articles and the perspectives that were used to write such articles. The
andyds found that "Anima Species’ was the most popular theme among journdists and the
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jury, 15% of the articles focused on this topic and 22% of the awards were given to aticles
written about animal species. The other most popular topics were articles written
about "Ecosystems’ (11% of the articles and 18% of the winner articles) and "Protected Aress’
(14% of the aticles and 13% of the winner aticles). The less popular topics were indigenous
people, infrastructure and environmental education.

The perspectives used by the journdits who compete in the BDRA tend to be
ether Informative, Denunciative or Solution-oriented. Of the 999 articles andyzed, 451 (45%)
articles were informative, while 334 (33%) were denunciative and the remaining 214 (21%) were
solution-oriented. However, it was found that in generd the aticles tha manage to incorporate

the three perspectives tend to be more complete and tend to win more awards.

Furthermore, the andyss dudied the proportion of the journdist’'s gender in each country,
compared percentage of aticles published in magazines vs. newspapers, and highlighted
tendencies regarding whether the articles were published in capitd cities or rura aress.

Discussion: There were some questions and discussons regarding severd aspects of the
Biodiversty Reporting Award 2005 and about topics such as gender proportion of the BDRA
judges.

Date: 23" November 2005

Pand discussion: Reporting on environment, science and devel opment

Panelists. Chaired by Ndaka Gunawardene; A.S. Paneersavan, Panos South Asa, Kathmandu;
T.V. Jayan, Down to Earth, New Delhi and T.V. Padma, SciDev, New Ddlhi.

Background and purpose: The pand discusson is contextudized in the Sgnificance and the
chadlenge of reporting on science and creeting a scientific outlook among people.

No. of participants: approximately 35 participants.
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Presentation: It was generdly accepted that science and environment are part of our lives and
that science needed to reach the people. While reporting on environment, research should not be
avoided. Rather, it should be used to drengthen journdism. TV Jayan daborated on how
environmenta movements are strengthened when backed by science. The Chipko (Hug the Tree)
movement was more of an emotional apped rather than based on science while the successful

movement againg adam in Slent Valey in Kerdawas built on scientific reasoning.

For Paneersdlvan the red chalenge in reporting on science is that one has to be content with
one-sded reports of experts. Taking the instance of nudear plants in India he liged two
problems. Firdly, the Indian nuclear establishment is a supra-nationa body answerable to none
and secondly, science needs to be looked a from a scientific angle and not out of ‘sheer
patriotism’. He stressed the importance for science journaists to look at other sources beyond
minidtries to cull out figures and never to be threstened by the question ‘are you a scientig?,
often thrown on them by scientists.

TV Padma agreed with Narain that ‘environment journaists need to be differentiated from
‘environmentdigs. SciDev is a dte formed to hdp individuds and organizations in developing
world to make an informed decison on science and technology related issues that impact socid
and economic development. It tries, for instance, to address how biodiversity concerns can be

reconciled with development needs.

The pand discusson focused on the question: if one has a message to convey, what will it take
to attract news coverage? What efforts and hazards are involved? Taking instances,
Panneersdvan warned that very often journdigts themselves, ingead of teding the limits, indulge
in censoring themselves even before censors get into the act. For Damandegp Singh, the Teheka
episode — where the defence establishment was caught by hidden cameras accepting cash for
contracts -- proved the power of the image. Sadly, the involved people not only faced charges but
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aso were virtudly ostracized by the media Gunawardene pointed out that the chalenge remains
intrying to get scientists to talk in non-technical terms.

Discussion: the issue of lack of trangparency on nuclear issues and the need to draw guiddines
for journdists access and right to information was raised. However, it was dressed that the
Indian nuclear establishment was a supra-nationd body and most media-savvy. Mention was
made of the American invedigative journdist Paul Jacob, who exposed the Tarapur Atomic
Power dation in the inaugurad issue of Mother Jones megazine in the mid-1970s, during the
nationa emergency.

Participants asked whether the SciDev Ste was interactive. The response was that it was not a
two-way process. However, policy makers and NGOs who have made use of the dte have given
feedback. How do you work with someone who is not media savvy but has the conviction and
expertise? Are there too many taking heads in environment sories? These were questions
thrown open to the audience. The response was to ensure that those persons do not come in front
of the camera as it might even hamper the case but to make use of their expertise through the use
of such techniques as voice-over, etc. comments were invited on the ‘art of interview’ to open up
people.

Key issues of concern: The Barah amendment, according to which the United States would
provide funds to build nuclear gations in India, is a cause of concern as it was fdt that it would
mean a surrendering of sovereign rights. Exposure to radio-active substances has been voiced
with concern — be it in universty labs across Indig, or ther dumping in the Periyar river in

Kerdaor the nuclear resdud fdl-out route (transportation by road).

Date: 23" November 2005

Workshop: Broadcast journalism: How can environment make TV news?
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Panelists. Chaired by Naaka Gunawardene, TVE Ada Pecific, Colombo; A. S. Panneersdvan
and Rekesh Kashian from Panos South Asa Kahmandu, and Damandesp Singh, Nationd
Geographic Channd India

Background and purpose: The workshop's scope was defined and confined to the news and
current affairs content on broadcast televison. TV news is a powerful programme format as it
attracts consggtently high audience reaching a cross-section of society. How can this format be
used optimdly to cover environmental issues?

No. of participants. Around 45, mostly sudents of mass communiceation.

Chair’'s remarks. The Char presented a series of questions that framed the workshops
presentations and discussons.
What exactly is an environmental news story for TV?
What requirements have to be met for a TV channd to carry an environmenta story?
What green and brown stories seem to interest TV news bulletins or channds — and why? Is
there such athing as news agenda?
Where do environmenta news gories firsdt emerge these days — newspapers, TV or websites?
What triggers and processes are involved? Who follows whom?
Where does an aspiring young TV journdist look for authentic, exclusve environmenta
stories?
What does a discerning news editor expect and demand of environmenta stories?
Isthere abiasfor — or againg -- environmenta news in the news rooms?
What factors hinder or block some environmental Stories from getting on the news, or
receiving sustained coverage?
What pressures work on reporters, editors, managers and owners? Are there ways to work

around these pressures, or ignore them?
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Presentation: For Panneersdvan, journdism is not a professon but a misson -- one has to have
one's politicad afiliation and drategy clear. A journadist should be able to pitch and argue for his
dory with his own gatekeepers. He sad there are no ‘full-stops in good journdism; only
commeas — as a sory evolves, the journalist has to stay with it and keep audiences updated. He
suggested a dice-by-dice technique of covering the same issue from different angles. Instead of
focusng on only one, journdists should redlize the medias limitations and work around them. It
is dso important to take a stand on some issues, and to push for a wide debate — not just to dlow
the voices of those in pogitions of power, but also the under-dog and voiceless.

Damandeep Singh acknowledged that environment issues concern not just a ‘green reporter’ but
everybody in the broadcast media. But the quedtion is how do we communicate it effectively?
He urged not to get typecast as an environment journdis, but try to relate everything to the
broader environment and development concerns. A journdist should have a clear agenda, but he
did not agree with Pannersdvan on accommodating everyone's point of view. The powerful have
their own way of getting their views across, S0 we journdists should concentrate on the normally
voiceess.

Kashian held that the medids gragp of environment was very narrow and shdlow, where as in
the red and wide world the issues are very complex with intricate linkages. It is essentid for
reporters to understand these complexities. For instance, why is it that a sory in Bihar or
Jharkhand does not easily get covered on the so-cdled nationd TV channels? He sressed that
the at of a good environment reporting is not only to pursue an issue and refer to avalable
reports, but aso to be able to think through them.

As part of the workshop, two short films were screened:
Extracts from a recent TV documentary produced by TVE Ada Pecific was screened. Titled
Deep Divide, it profiled the work of three environmenta journadists — in India, Nepd and Sri
Lanka — who invedigated the redity of environmental judtice in their own countries, under
support from Panos South Asia
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Award-winning Indian filmmaker Shekhar Dadtratri screened his short  film Mindless
Mining, and described his struggle to end the Kudremukh Iron Ore Company’s long disputed
mining operations in the protected Kudremukh Nationa Park, in Karnataka state in India

Discussion: The pand remarks and film screenings were interspersed with lively discusson with
participants. The following are some highlights:
If some environmental Stories do not atract sufficient atention of viewers, the chalenge is
for reporters to make them interesting.
Environment gtories have to fight for space — a struggle as most media gatekeepers are 30
years or older, while TV viewers are mostly in the age group of 15 to 30.
Instead of drict compatmentaization, linkages between environment and other aspects
should be brought out. For ingtance, cutting down of trees in Uttaranchd (Chipko) had a
direct effect on the heglth of women in the area.
The voice of the journdig is the voice of the citizen. As such, for the journdigt it is not niche
but a part of life.
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Sometimes political  journdigs pick up specific environment and wildlife issues like tiger
conservation. But that is more for the controversy than the science or substance of the stories
concerned.

It is debatable whether environment stories ought to be classified as such, or be mixed with
other issues.

Environmental journdism entails undertaking risks. However, it would be difficult to take up
such risks at the beginning of one's career.

Panneersdlvan advised that there are certain taboo areas in any organization. Beyond these
aress, the whole space is open. A beginner needs to figure out what these areas are so that
thereisless conflict of interests.

Key issues of concern: Should environment be mixed with other issues? This question, aong
with that of ethics, formed key areas of discussion.
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