PRESS RELEASE

BOUNTY OF AWARDS FOR ENVIRONMENT & WILDLIFE FILM MAKERS 

November 24: VATAVARAN 2005 concludes today with a bounty of awards to young producers and an appeal to TV channels to feature those films. 

“Indian Leopards – The Killing Field” by Praveen Singh bagged the Best of       Vatavaran 2005 Festival.  “A Second Hand Life” by Nutan Manmohan won the Delhi Chief Minister’s award for the best documentary.  “River Taming Mantras” by Sanjay Barnela and Vasant Saberwal won the best award in the Environment category.  

The Best of Festival was given a cash prize of Rs.1,50,000/- and a citation.  The other awards range from Rs.50,000/- to Rs. 1,00,000/- .

Vatavaran 2005 awards were given in all to 10 film makers in seven categories at a packed India Habitat Centre auditorium by the Minister of State for Environment and Forests, Shri. Namo Naraian Meena and the Chief Minister of Delhi, Smt. Sheila Dikshit, on Thursday, 24 November, 2005.

The four day Vatavaran 2005 film festival attracted unprecedented number of 244 entries against 154 the previous Vatavaran festival in 2003 and 100 in 2002.  Of these 47 nominated films were screened during these four days apart from 15 from Asian countries.  There were seen by an estimated over 10,000 people over the four days.  These awarded winning films will be taken to 15 locations across the country for public screening during 2006 part of Vatavaran Travels, the touring film festival.  

A Jury of well known experts consisting of film makers and scientists with Shyam Benegal as the chair of the Jury selected the final awardees from out of 47 films by another panel of 30 experts.  Shyam Benegal explained the methodology at the Award Ceremony. 

The categories awarded include Public Service Message, Wildlife Conservation, Environment, Student, Animation and Forests for Life.  

Vatavaran is an initiative of Centre for Media Studies (CMS) towards encouraging young film makers to produce on environment and wildlife issues facing the country and also to convince the television channels to show case these films with equally consistent concerns. 

Naresh Bedi was presented the Vatavaran Prithvi Ratna Award for “Lifetime Dedication’ for the cause of environment and wildlife filming.  Mike Pandey was given this highest award of Vatavaran at the 2003 festival. Vatavaran Prithvi Ratna Award is endorsed by UNEP. 

Six fellowships were announced.  Of these four young film makers were awarded CMS-UK Environment Film Fellowship of Rs.6,00,000/- each to produce films on Climate Change.  The British High Commissioner in India Mr. Michael Arthur, gave away these awards to (1) Ms. Geeta Singh, (2) Mr. Vijay S Jodha, (3) Mr. Nila Madhab Panda and (4) Mr. Syed Fayaz.  Vatavaran Travels 2006 is expected to showcase, these films at 15 locations across the country.   The CMS Film Fellowships were awarded to Mr. Ajaz Rashid and Mr. Prayaz Abhinav.  

CMS announced a Film Archives Service for anyone to avail these films, at its campus in New Delhi year round. 

Vatavaran 2005 had important parallel events in an effort to bring together the famous film makers with new comers and also interface with activist and the public. As a part of this, an Asian Panorama, and a retrospective of noted wildlife filmmaker Richard Brock and renowned underwater filmmaker Doug Allan from UK were featured to share the thematic concerns across borders.

Workshops on “Corporate Social Responsibility”, “e-Waste”. “Shifting Trends in Wildlife Film making.” and “Underwater Film Making”, “Broadcast Journalism and Environment Coverage,”  attracted large number of participants, including youth, and generated interesting discussions. Representatives from industry also attended these workshops.    

Vatavaran, organized by Centre for Media Studies (CMS) is supported by the Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF). A host of eminent persons are associated in organizing of the festival.  Dr Karan Singh philosopher statesman of India chaired the Steering Committee of Vatavaran 2005.

Availing the opportunity of Vatavaran 2005, journalists specialized in covering environment and wildlife from eight countries met over these four days and deliberated their experience in their respective countries and appealed to Governments and TV channels to consider more pro-active coverage of these issues.  

The countries represented in this meet, under the auspicious of International Federation of Environment Journalists (IFEJ), included Russia, Sri Lanka, Germany, Brazil, USA, UK and Kenya.  This is the first time that IFEJ met in India.  This 13th Congress of IFEJ also called for a global network of journalists as the problems involved are global in nature and have to be taken up at that level and in a concerted way. 

Best of the Festival Award Winner, “Indian Leopard- The Killing Fields,” presents a family who lost a child, a scientist trying to understand the leopard and conservationists trying to balance between the need to conserve wildlife and the need to protect people.

“A Second Hand Life” is an investigative film on the grim, murkier side of information technology. Tonnes of electronic waste from obsolete computers and televisions are being dumped on relatively poor countries like India from the Western world, adding to the problem and in violation of civil society laws. 

“River Taming Mantras” deals with the natural calamity of floods year after year in the eastern parts of India. Over the last 50 years, the government has built 14,000 kilometres of embankments  in a an attempt to tame the rivers of eastern UP, Bihar, Assam and Orissa. Despite this massive expenditure, losses due to flooding and the area that is now vulnerable to flooding has increased. The film argues that because these rivers carry an enormous silt load, they have enormous power. Attempts to control these rivers are unlikely to succeed. On the other hand, the vast sums spent on the building and maintenance of these embankments provides endless opportunities for the siphoning of funds.
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