Press Note

 

New Delhi, August 27, 2005

Vatavaran 2005 - India’s only Environment and Wildlife Film Festival to be held in Delhi in November 2005
 

“I am amazed that Vatavaran 2005 has attracted 244 films from across the country”

 -  Shyam Benegal, Jury Chairperson

 

Vatavaran 2005, India’s premier environment & wildlife film festival has attracted 244 film entries in the Competitive Section. There are seven competitive categories with award money ranging from Rs. 50,000 to Rs. 1,50,000. The two new award categories introduced this year are Animation and Student Films. The film entries have come from remote parts of the country like Tripura and Sikkim; Delhi tops the list in the number of entries followed by Maharashtra and Kerala. 

 

All the entries received were subjected to rigorous screening process by a Nomination Jury of 30 eminent persons from different walks of life. Vatavaran 2005 Jury is chaired by noted filmmaker Mr. Shyam Benegal and has Dr. Santwana Bardoloi, Mr. Shyamaprasad, Mr. Ram Mohan, Mr. Darryl D’monte, Prof. R. Sukumar and Dr. A J T Johnsing as members. The Awards will be presented to the filmmakers on 24 November, the concluding day of Vatavaran 2005.

 

“Vatavaran is a wonderful initiative of CMS towards sensitising the Indian public at large about environmental issues and highlight the complexities of conservation through the use of the medium of cinema”, observed Shyam Benegal, Chairperson, Vatavaran 2005. I am happy to associate myself with the Vatavaran Film Festival, he added

 

The third Vatavaran Environment and Wildlife Film Festival will be held from 21 to 24 November 2005 at the India Habitat Centre, New Delhi. It is organized by Centre for Media Studies (CMS) and supported by the Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF), Government of India. Speaking about the film festival, Dr. Bhaskar Rao said "Vatavaran assumes importance because it is India’s only competitive film festival featuring film screenings, symposia, exhibition, film bazaar, etc. It is also the first time that so many collaborations of this importance have been achieved and the number of entries we have received from filmmakers is very encouraging and shows the popularity  Vatavaran enjoys”. 

 

 

 

For the first time this year, Vatavaran has introduced an Asian Panorama in the non- competitive section of the festival. This will showcase films from Asian countries. A Retrospective of two film makers from UK will be another highlight of Vatavaran 2005. The 13th Congress of the International Federation of Environment Journalists (IFEJ) will also be held along with Vatavaran 2005. Media Persons from different parts of India and abroad have confirmed their participation in this Congress. This is the first time the IFEJ is holding its Congress in India.

 

CMS, has also announced two Film Fellowships, one supported by MoEF and the other by Star TV to film makers, whose concepts demonstrate originality in terms of topical relevance and technical excellence. The fellowships are granted to documentary film makers for productions that explore “human relations with the natural world" or films that "contribute to a greater understanding of ecological issues".

 

This year the British High Commission is collaborating with CMS in awarding The UK Environmental Film Fellowships on Climate Change.  Four such Fellowships will be awarded to filmmakers who have displayed a commitment to environmental issues through their films and each Fellowship is worth Rs. 6,00,000. The submission guidelines and application forms will be available on the websites of the British High Commission, British Council, and CMS from September 2005. The fellowships will be announced at the Award presentation ceremony of Vatavaran on 24 November 2005 in New Delhi.

 

The British Deputy High Commissioner, Mark Runacres said, “It is a genuine honour to be sponsors of the four fellowships in association with CMS for Vatavaran 2005. The work Vatavaran does to increase awareness about environmental challenges and present threats is valuable and respected.  The partnership between Indian and British environmentalists and film-makers is a fine example of the collaboration between the two countries. I am delighted that we can support work with India to protect and preserve our mutual natural heritage. "

 

After the Festival in November, the nominated and award winning films of Vatavaran 2005 will tour different parts of India as part of Vatavaran Traveling Film Festival. Vatavaran Travels has already received invitations from over a dozen organizations willing to partner with CMS to host the festival in their regions. 

 

For more information, please contact:

Sanjay Mohan, Deputy Director, Centre for Media Studies, Tel-93129 43310, 26522244 

email - sanjaymohan@cmsindia.org       website – www.cmsvatavaran.org
