Press Release 

Vatavaran 2005: To Know Nature More

New Delhi, Nov. 21, Underscoring the need to be sensitized and responsive to Nature, Vatavaran 2005, the only film festival in the country on environment and wildlife was opened here today amidst a large community of filmmakers, academicians, environmentalists and policy makers.

Inaugurating the festival, Union minister for Urban Development, Mr. S. Jaipal Reddy said films were the most potent medium both to inform and motivate people about environmental issues and also to put the issues on the national agenda more seriously.  21st century being one of electronic media, it made sense. Well made films can move people to do something about the world they live in, he said. 

Welcoming the participants and delegates, Dr. Pradipto Ghosh, Secretary, Ministry of Environment and Forests, said environmental and wildlife issues needed to be brought into the mainstream with special emphasis on Youth.

In a unique gesture of appreciation, Dr. N Bhaskara Rao, chairman, Centre for Media Studies felicitated a farmer couple, Ramiah and Janammah from Khamam district of Andhra Pradesh, who had contributed to the environment by planting ten million (one crore) trees.

Noted film maker, Budhadeb Dasgupta and head, Tiger Task Force Ms. Sunita Narain were present at the function. 

Vatavaran 2005, bearing the theme ‘Focus on Nature, Focus on Life’ is being organized with 244 film entries and seven award categories. The festival will also be introducing three new categories for Animation, Public Service Message and Student Films.

The screening of the films led to a lively debate on man nature and conservation in the Open Forum. ‘River Taming Mantras’ by Sanjay Barnela and Vasant Saberwal threw open the question: ‘Should rivers be tamed?’ 

Some of the titles that caught the attention of the viewing public included: ‘Vultures: Death Watch’ by Niret Alva and Nikhil J. Alva and ‘Experiment With Truth’ by Amish Srivastava.

Another major point raised was whether a filmmaker’s role ended with raising an issue or whether he needed to provide a solution as well. Many in the audience also said cinema theatres and multiplexes across the country should screen wildlife and environment films.

Vatavaran 2005 also marked the opening of a four-day workshop by the International Federation of Environmental Journalists (IFEJ). The workshop is focusing on “Human – Wildlife Conflicts and Sustainable Development”. 

The opening seminar dealt with “Environment and Media,” Dr. N. Bhaskara Rao, chairman, Centre for Media Studies said that the main objective was to provoke the people to think. He said he fully recognized the power of the electronic media. 

Referring to the Indian Tiger Conservation practices, Head, Tiger Task Force, Sunita Narain said environment journalists should remain as journalists and not become environmental activists. Responding to Ms. Narain’s statement, “guns, guards and fences have not saved the tigers”, noted environment and wildlife filmmaker, Richard Brock said, “perhaps, DVDs, videos and films could do the job. And they are a softer solution too.”

In the panel discussion titled “Tigers or People Prevail?” the strong sentiment expressed was that the question was not of one or another but of co-existence and cohabitation.
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