Press Release 

Vatavaran 2005 focuses on Asian/ British Films

New Delhi, Nov. 22, Documentary films from Asian countries and a retrospective of noted British filmmaker Richard Brock were the highlights of the second day of the Vatavaran 2005, here today.

The festival, for the first time has gone beyond the Indian boundaries to rope in some of the noted film-makers of Asia. They included titles such as: “Timber To Tibet” by Mohan Mainali, Nepal, “Moving Mountains” by Boyette Rimban, Phillipines, “Saving the Karakorams” by Aisha Khan, Pakistan and “Planet Earth Once” by Miri Urman and Amit Miller from Israel, “Once This Was My Home” by Samina Aslam, Pakistan.

In the Richard Brock retrospective, “Crowned Eagles – The Emperor of the Jungle”, “The Wolf Saga” and “Mzee-A Chimp with a Problem” were showcased. Richard Brock is a noted environmental filmmaker from UK and executive producer of the Living Planet Productions.  

Vatavaran 2005 also hosted a seminar on “Corporate Social Responsibility for Sustainable Development.” Two other workshops were conducted on TV Journalism and Environment Journalism. The seminar on Corporate Social Responsibility highlighted the need to rope in multinationals and other business houses as important stakeholders in environmental governance. Panelists on the seminar shared a variety of instances dealing with Corporate Social Responsibility and stakeholder participation. Mr. Sachin Joshi of CSM World, an NGO that assists business houses in being socially responsible said “While we judge the Corporate Responsibility initiatives of companies, more importance needs to be placed on their internal corporate initiatives.” 

In the Open Forum there was discussion on the different aspects of violation of the unwritten laws of peaceful coexistence by human beings. Films which the public loved included “Just another Death” by Vilas Kane, “The Policing Langur” by Ajay and Vijay Bedi, “The Jaws of Death” by Gautam Saikia and “In the Forest Hangs a Bridge” by Sanjay Kak.

Another significant issue discussed by the film-makers was the length of the films. It was pointed out that the length is never an issue for the audience, but broadcasters find it difficult to slot them in the limited time allotted by channels.

The parallel sessions held by the International Federation of Environmental Journalists (IFEJ) started with a panel discussion on improving the quality of environmental reporting on television, chaired by Nalaka Gunawardene, Director and CEO TVE Asia-Pacific. It was felt that the tremendous potential of electronic reporting remained untapped. Other issues discussed were the proportion of environment reports in a 24-hour channel and the need for an ethical code of conduct while reporting on issues concerning nature and wildlife.
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