Press Release 

Films Galore at Vatavaran. Electronic waste, the Challenge of the Future

New Delhi, Nov 23:“Electronic waste is going to be a major environmental concern in the years to come” said Mr. Sudhir Sinha of the multinational Moser Baer at a seminar on Electronic Waste held as a part of Vatavaran 2005. 

The panel discussion which took off after the screening of two very poignant films, “A .second  hand life” and “E-Waste: Bangalore’s challenge” had as speakers Dr. Juergen Bischoff, GTZ-ASEM, Mr. Ravi Agarwal, Toxics Link, Mr. Juergen Porst, Mr. Vinnie Mehta, Manufacturers Association for Information Technology and Mr. Sudhir Sinha, Moser Baer. 

It was an extremely eventful day at the India Habitat Centre with films, discussions and workshops on a range of environmental issues. Of special interest were the retrospectives of noted British environmental film maker Doug Allan. Films by well known cameramen like the Alva brothers, Ashish Chandola and Shekar Dattatri, Rupin Dang and Meghnath received as much attention as the foreign films. The Asian panorama showcased films from Bangladesh, the Phillippines and Thailand. An exhibition of wildlife and environment photography was on simultaneously.

At the electronic waste seminar, Mr. Ravi Agarwal of Toxics Link, an NGO that works on waste management at policy and grassroots level, spoke of the need for a legal policy framework for e-waste management and the need for manufacturers to design sustainable technology. Mr. Vinnie Mehta of MAIT, in response, said it was the shared responsibility of all stakeholders including consumers. He added  “We are handicapped in India because we don’t manufacture-- only assemble computers”. Mr. Sudhir Sinha of Moser Baer spoke of the need for corporates to integrate E-Waste management into the Corporate Social Responsibility policies. Mr. Porst, who has been working with pollution control boards in several developing countries, emphasised the need for starting a formal recycling agency. 

The third and final day of the International Federation of Environmental Journalists congress commenced with an open session on how environmental journalists can help themselves with better networking and access to information that is already available. It was chaired by Mr Darryl D’Monte, chairman IFEJ. Mr Harold Castor, Vice President, Global Awareness Conservation International, spoke of the seven years of the Conservation International’s Biodiversity Reporting Awards in four countries of South America. The panel discussion on ‘ reporting’ on environment, science and development was chaired by Nalaka Gunawardene, director and CEO, TVE Asia- Pacific .The panelists were T.V.Padma, SciDev.net, A.S.Paneerselvan, Panos International and T.V.Jayan,  Science Editor , Down to Earth.

Participants at the workshop on Broadcast Journalism, chaired by Nalaka Gunawardane included Damandeep Singh, National Geographic Channel--India, A S.Paneerselvan, Panos South Asia and Rakesh Kalshian, also from Panos--South Asia. The workshop included a special screening of the film on “mindless mines—a tragedy of  Kudremukh’ by Shekar Dattatri.

At the Open Forum after the screenings of films there was a thought provoking debate on state violence on the masses, impact of tribal life in Nagaland on nature and the grim reality of life after the Bhopal Gas tragedy of 1984.The movies that stole the show on the third day were “Development Flows From The Barrel of A Gun” by Biju Toppo and Meghnath, “Bhopal – The Survivor’s Story’ by Rumah Rasaq, ‘Once Upon A Time’ by Pawanpreet Kaur and “Oshobano’ (The Hunt) by Anuj Singh. The major surprise of the day was the participation of Dadasaheb Phalke Award winner Adoor Gopalakrishnan and Vijaya Mule, President, Indian Documentary Producers Association.’  While Vijaya Mule emphasized the need to screen the films shown at Vatavaran to a larger public audience at various places in the country, Adoor Gopalakrishnan  spoke of the tremendous response to documentaries. He said“ we have to impress upon the government that restrictions should go, there should be no censoring.”  
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