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1. International Biodiveristy Film Festival Ekdin 1 November 27, 2012
at Nandan

2. Film Festival to focus on biodiversity The Hindu 3 December 01, 2012
conservation

3. Jaiv Vividhata par 30 filmain dikhaye Prabhat Khabar 3 December 01, 2012
jayage

4. Ab paryavaran par film mahotsav Dainik Jagran December 01, 2012
Biodiversity par paanch divsheey film Rajasthan Patrika 4 December 01, 2012
utsav

6. State to organise biodiversity film fest The Bengal Post 2 December 01, 2012

7. First film festival on biodiversity Hindustan Times 3 December 01, 2012

8. 4 se rajivbai chitra filmotsav Chapte Chapte 3 December 01, 2012

9. Chalachitra Paradshane Khabar 365 3 December 02, 2012

10. | Biodiversity Film Festival Sahal Bela 6 December 04, 2012

11. | Biodiversity film festival at Nandan Sabad Pratidin 6 December 04, 2012

12. | 5-Day biodiversity film fest targets The Bengal Post 2 December 04, 2012
students

13. | Pahle bar paryavaran film mahotsav Dainik Jagran 3 December 04, 2012

14. | Green film fest sees huge turnout on The Bengal Post 2 December 05, 2012
Day |

15. | Paryavaranaur van pranifilmotsavsuru Rajasthan Patrika 4 December 05, 2012

16. | Sunderbans biodiversity back to normal: | The Bengal Post 2 December 06, 2012
Experts

17. | Silver Screen, Green issues Good News Tab December 15, 2012
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Festival/speednewsbytopic/keyid-1666.cms
20. Film festival to focus | http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp- December 1, 2012
on biodiversity | national/tp-otherstates/film-festival-to-focus-
conservation on-biodiversity-
conservation/article4153052.ece
21. 7th CMS Vatavaran http://sanctuaryasia.com/events/upcoming- December 1, 2012
events/9056-7th-cms-vatavaran
22. State to organise | http://portal.thebengalpost.com/index.php/ind | December 1, 2012
biodiversity film fest ex/newsdetails/State-to-organise-biodiversity-
film-fest-147425521354293192
23. First film festival on | http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewe | December 1, 2012
biodiversity r.aspx
24. 5-day biodiversity film | http://portal.thebengalpost.com/index.php/ind | December 4, 2012
fest targets students ex/newsdetails/5-day-biodiversity-film-fest-
targets-students-290480211354551663
25. Green film fest sees | http://portal.thebengalpost.com/index.php/ind | December 5, 2012
huge turnout on Day | ex/newsdetails/Green-film-fest-sees-huge-
turnout-on-Day-1-341567841354640091
26. Sunderbans http://portal.thebengalpost.com/index.php/ind | December 6, 2012
biodiversity back to | ex/newsdetails/Sunderbans-biodiversity-back-
normal: Experts to-normal-Experts-8069921354725259
27. Silver Screen, Green | http://www.goodnewstab.com/upload/issue/pdf | December 15, 2012
issues /GNTab_ 11th %20lssue.pdf
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* mOUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA 7
With the city’s youth showing more
responsibility towards environ-
mental conservation, the state’s first
film festival on biodiversity has tar-
geted students of schools and col-
leges. The five-day festival was in-
a ted at Nandan on Monday.
e film festival has roped in 3,500
eco-clubs from various schools in
the city and the districts and will see

the participation of at least 10,000

ts and teachers over the next

- four days. Apart from Nandan, the

w

other venues will be Loreto Day

 School, Ashok Hall Girls' Higher Sec-
~ondary School, Satyajit Ray Film &

evision Institute, City Colle e
puth Lady Brabourne Colloge

' L1 Cone umm
So»mdgo winning
o mofhio-

. ST

Project in Buxa Forest was

5-day biodiversity film
fest targets students

diversity. Bengal is also home to a
colossal pool of researchers from
various disciplines. We should fo-
cus on using our own resources to
save our own environment,” said
state environment minister Sudar-
shan Ghosh Dastidar.

At the inauguration, two green am-
bassadors from West Bengal were
awarded for the remarkable contri-
bution in the field of biodiversity
conservation. From a list of 32 nom-
inations submitted by the state gov-
ernment, Suchandra Kundu was se-

lected for her outstanding work in
_ saving the mangrove system and

conserving the Bengal tiger in the
delta region while Pradeep Dutta

‘was chosen for spearheading the

anti-nuclear movement in Haripur.
A 14-minute-long film titled 1&&1‘
also

screened at the event.

“The work of the West Bengal Pol- |
. lution Control Board in saving bio-
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Sunderbans biodiversity
back to normal: Experts

# OUR CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA

As part of Vatavaran, the first film festi-
val and forum on biodiversity conser-
vation, a panel discussion was organ-
ised to discuss the environmental de-
velopment after Cyclone Aila hit the
Sunderbans and other areas in May
2009. Though the central government
sanctioned 5,500 crore to rebuild the
embankment of the world’ s largest es-
tuarine forest at the cost of relocating
the locals of the Sunderbans, the locals
refused to move out but offered to be a
part of the restoration process.

“When the locals refused to be relo-
cated, we designed a development mod-
ule whereby not only would the Sun-
derbans be restored but the extensive
biodiversity could also be conserved,”
said environmentalist A K Ghosh.
Through the work of the Sunderbans

- board, seven to eight departments of
5 _themaxe:gwenment, private agencies

a100 NGOs, the input cost of

ic rehabilitation was reduced,

fits provided, net farm  a land inhabited by the people during
~ natural calamities like Cyclone Aila, their
houses, farms and businesses will also
be sav

the locals lost the primary source of their
income. The 5.1 million residents of the
55 islands of the Sunderbans did not
know how to sustain themselves despite
the diverse flora and fauna found in the
Sunderbans,” said Anurag Danda, an
environmentalist with the World Wildlife
Fund.

As part of rehabilitating the locals and
simultaneously conserving biodiversi-
ty, over two-and-a-half years and across
2,000 hectares, 30,000 community mem-
bers from 108 villages successfully plant-
ed 41 lakh saplings. These saplings
would produce seeds that would keep
the farmers from purchasing commer-
cialised grains and hence create a seed
bank of their own.

By involving community members in
the project, men and women were em-
powered alike and the bio-reserve was
strengthened. “Apart from conserving
the biodiversity, community models
and sustenance models help to inte-
grate biodiversity. For instance, if the
vast 6,000-hectares span of mangrove
forests along the coastal border secured

Ajanta Dey, the president of
vironment Wildlife Society.

December 06, 2012
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Silver screen,
Green issues

At the five-day CMS Watavaran Film Festival, the first of its

n =zoa8, Pete MeBride, an
Arrerizan photojarnalist, sstot
1o trace the journeyr of the
Armercan Mile — the mighty
Colarado Fiwer Asaldd, he was
in awe of the dver that flowed begids hiz
farndly Tarch o a seniral Colomdo distiict
Alargwith hisfriend, Jonathon Wate mnat,
a former Matemal Geographi: Charme]
photographer, MoBride fallowed the dwer
From its ongin in the Fodor Momtains to
the Corter Sea, a mors than z, 200k lang

JonmrTey.

A pamstaking fwe-rnonth journey on
raft, thoough air and by foot later,
IM:Bride was reding mder what he
dizsowerad. The Colorado’s water —
which breathes lifeinto seven states and
Tnajer cities aikeh a5 Las Vegas— i frae-
tured by the gigantic Haoorer Darn and
depasition of silt, and is poisoned with
industrial and human waste. MMcBride
was equally astorished to find Las Vegas,
a ity unparalleled in grander, paying its
residents to replace the grass on their
lawns with desert shrobs, 50 that the
local, mative flora dowsn't drain the
undergronmd  water, urnlike  the
amarertal grass.

kind in the country, filmmakers bring to light environmental
concems from across the globe, reports Dhritiman Ray

GREEN FILM FESTS

B INTERNATKOWAL ERIRONMENTAL
FILM FEST AL [FIG RS,
BARCELOMG, SPAIN

B TORINTOAHALGL
ER'VIRORMENTAL FILM FESTMIAL,
CANADA,

B EWVIROMMENTAL FILM FESTRIAL (K
THE WAT KIRFE CAPITAL,
WeSHINGTOMN DG, LSS

B REEL EARTH FEETMAL,
WEW ZERLAND

W SSMFRAMCISCOOCER FILM
FESThiBL, L&A

B INTERWETIONAL ERVIROWMENTAL
FILM SHD WIDED FEETIBLOF
SERRe D& ESTRELS,

LEIS, PORTUGAL

Ashe reached the corfluenss, he fmmd
the riwr peduced to large mazes of
coneTete canals, its bed growing into a
Jesart He diseovamd a shoodrng truth —
the fver that had been flowing to the Sea
of Corter for cvrer & million yrears, snoe
1568, stops before reaching the sea.

IeBride’s award-winning 12-Teinrhe
docurmentary, Chasang Water, unearths
the wmetehed state of the Solarado Biwer.
Tha pictims is the satne for rivers aromd
the warld. Whils consemmtionists, seen-
tists and governIrerts Ty to address
watser izsnes in their own ways, doo-
meentary makers help by spreading
awareness thpough Homs.

In zoma, Sushreit Shosh and Binto
Tharnas, then stxden ts of Mass Cornono-
nication in Jarnia Milis Islarnia Tindwer-
sy, directed and prodocsd The Miracds
Wratey Village, a 12-rairmte Gl on rain-
water harvesting in Hiware Baraar
village in  Ahmead Magar district,
Maharashtra, In the Sivies, scanty rain-
fall and the willage's redueed watar Jarals
— thanks to haring— aggravated farTers'
problarns, which induded eultvatng in
rocky terrains. Farmer Yadav Dada
Tharge's story is typical of Life in the

20
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willage . Mawin his sivties, Thangs, wha
had 15 aeres of fatraland, was forced to
roigrate ta Murnbai in 1965 and live asa
daibr wager.

It all ¢hamged m 198g, when the
village panchapat decided to trap and
ivert painwater to the fialds. Tndenwatsr
borrE was barmed, and this helped mize
the water levels, Ten years later, thers
were four hareests in surnreer alonae,

Ghash and Tharnas' doemreritary, Thads
&= part aftheir TTK. Fellowship poograretre,
mnpressed erities and coTservabiondsts
arerwhere. The filn was aimed on the
Matinmal Geographie Charmel n.Jume =010
and sereened at the UM Corrention of
Oire ate Charege, Careon, Mexdcoin 2010,
It boought o light the penple’s afforts 1o
devrdlap a aistainable meadel. “We dao't
Imonw why nobodr actallyeade a filtn om
thern, " Ghash zays.

But, 3hash and Thomas ams not alone,
Every  year, hundreds of Indian
flnealears bring burning snviroanoreen-
tal i=mes 1o light And, in the process,
theyr brave many challenges. Ghaosh and
Tharnas took aver six meonths to finish
the praject, which inealwed atensive
travalling and meeeting many peopls.

"Making documentaries [&] tougher
than maldog flms," Gheash opines.

Where Ghazh a.nd Thornas use asoft
approach in narrating their story, Sorayr
Barangl itries an aggressive outlook.
Sarangl's BReaegon i & one-Tnirote flm
o the ercsion of the banlks of the Padma
rover. The filme saptures the wrath of
ramre and the affected pecple’s rage
&gainet the garermoent

* Do umnntary is abowt reality, ot a
reality show,” says Somrar Sarartgl to
Tehellza. Sarangi isa formeer Presideney
College and Filre and Telovigon nstihts
of India (FTII), Pune, graduate. His films
Sikeh a= Bilal, Lfear—Thee Toland WA thin,
have been landed at international flm
festivals, sueh as at the Logatno Open
Door Festival, =011 and the Dubai
International Filn Festival, =z,
Bharngat earned Sarangi the Best
Direstor's Awand at the Madurs Intema-
ticmal Daomrnentary and Shert Filo fas-
tral in zaay and the prestigious Film
South Asia award in zaa7.

“Maot rnieh wark has been done an
water, although it i= a burning izsue
woddwide, Sinoe zoa7, West Bergal has
witnessed mass reovwernents [for] land.
The day i= approaching when them will
be a worldwide mnowernent om watsr,
whizh will inspire flnmnakers to maks
riare flms om this izsue,” sars Shiramal
Harrnakar, the Head of the Departmment.
of Editing, Satrajit Fay Film and

BHYAMAL KARMAKAR

Telvidon Irstitnte (SEFTI), and
Sarargi's ¢azsmeate at FTH. Karmakaris
making a film on the lesser-mown rirers
of Bengal that are headed towards
axtineton.

It mnayeore: asasurprise, but a hand-
sarne manber of flms are made by
Indian filternakers sach wear om watsr.
Tarini Manchanda's Graundwatar U

Scicnce Envianment Technology

(ra?

[=o1a) foenses an the deplating watsr
razourses in Delhl. Seweral dowrmern-
taries have been made on rning isses
sweh as the Marmada Moverment [d
Marvezda Inary by A Pabwardhan,
Marveada Biarg by Tarini Marnchands)
and the infarnous Bihar flands of =008,
canzsed b the swalling of the Hos Biver
(Koo sl Katfa — The Makitg of a Fawite
by Jan Madhyamn), Tt these have falled
to reach the masses. “Tnlike i ather
camiries, dornnan tary makers in India
suffocate umder scarce budgets. This
cornpramiises the quality of their filtes
and hampers the dizsermination of their
wark, " Ghash=says,

Even thowgh docimreritary finrnalers
lack financial and techmologieal Tiisds,
unlike Ballywood, they Jeave no stone
unbrned to reach the masses. Their
filrns ave sepeened at varisns educational
institutiones, corporate arerts and goe
AITInent arganisations. Momeover, their
filmes are nplaaded to prommment social
netwarking sites such a5 Facebook and
TouTube, *The Miracle Water Village
has over sogoa views" Ghosh says.
“The filrn was 15ed 45 a resoures, 45 an
adwacasy ool by organisations,” Bhach
tlarifies, “Sereening our filoes at festivals
iz the best plaformn for us. But everr
Tnajar festiva]l Jernands hefty entry fess,
e need mew and bigger platforms to

Peod o Boearda &y, Ssbatid S b arvdRicd Th orvss

BUnhmR Gk mmmmmmmwlﬂnlmu“r
Il ] B A NribTe
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reazh autto the peaple,” he says,

Karmakar too blames the absence of 2
platforme where flms can be presentad.
“The absenwe of glamnonr makes the
irestors and the andience reluctart.
Paople [need to] understand that snall
films sontain even bigger storiss,” he
=aye. The CMES Vatavaran Filn Festival iz
ane sikh platforn that provides the essan-
tal push ta this germe. What statted asan
endeawnr in =00z to @ nabtme has
avabred into a dedicated Alm ksthal on
arjimorrnent, the fivg of it kind in India.
The festival wasreqsnithrhoste d in Kdkata,
and sereened ower 30 flms ([eduding
Lhacig Wakery, Bhargor and The Miracle
Mater 1Allage] by eninent and arnatsur
fAlrernakers fram aeros the wordd.

“Back I 200z, a study by our team
found that India doss not make good
fils on eTnAremIrent,” say= Priva Vermna
Tayar, the festival coordinator. The
inaugura] festival was laum<hed in Delhi
in zoazand the first edition resepred 100
entries. Honperar, the fastival soomn went
travelling soit sould reach a wider andi-
an¢e. This year, the festival has tared
Jaipur, Dwhradon, Hyderabad and
Panaji. In Folkata, the fwe-day festival
stayed away frare conwentional theatres
and, instead, was sereened across educa-
tomal institutes such &= Surendranath
College, SBFTI, Loreto Sthadl for Girls
and the Ashok Hall Girls' 8choal. That
apart, seminars and interactive Sessions
wem organized at the West Bengal
Pollution Cortral Board anditormrn. The
OTEATISATE alzo enooUTAge AWATETwss
ATnanE peaple autside the regular sowial
setup. “In the Jaipwr edition, we
sireered o Blms far inmates of the
Jaipur Jail," Tayar says.

Directorof The Miacle Water 1Aillage,
Ghosh, feels that a conflence of -
meakers and arperts from around the
warld can help suppart the morarmert.
“Ttaffers arnatenr flmmmalers [a] plat-
forrn .. and L. exposes Indiam fha-
nakers to new technologies, " he sars.

Kamnakar adds, “The festiwm] was not
semrethire whene the atres wers arerfl o
ing ... But, =tll, it was praized "

Tear zo1e marks 100 years of Indian
rerna As the megastars of Ballpsood
dan e topopular imes at gosgy awand ser-
arnonies and move Jowrs savaur the
dalight of back-to-back Al festivals sieh
= HFF ([Kolata Intematiomal Film
Festival]l and IFH [International Film
Festival of India), rrvonie mate s like Ghash
and Sarangi somtinime o Inale SoereT-
taries on ghobal f=ues, far forn quietlr
aluditg the ghitterity world of the sher
eI,

ﬁ[l[l]] Want a suitable environment for
your ads?

We ofter you ad space at the most cost effective way
Please call Marketing Manager | Good News Tab: 8017003035
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18. http://blogs.nature.com/indigenus/2012/11/green-films-for-the- November 28, 2012
masses.html

Nature India | Indigenus

Green films for the masses

28 Nov 2012 | 11:42 GMT | Posted by SubhraPriyadarshini | Category: Art of Science, Environment,
Wildlife

Films on environment and wildlife have come a long way in India in the last decade. Celluloid seems
to be quite a medium of choice to take the message across. The film making format has also seen a
change with many film makers changing over to new ways of storytelling.

However, documentary films screened at environment and wildlife film festivals, viewed by select
audiences most of whom are already aware of the issues, do not somehow seem to go beyond that
mandate. Yes, the challenges to cross over to the other side, the mainstream, and be seen by the
masses are many — no one goes to a movie theatre to be preached, they go there for entertainment.

1 ¥ =] 7\ /
still from ‘Life of Pi'.
Life of Pi movie/Flickr

—_—

Is there a middle path for environment & wildlife film makers? A

At the other end of the spectrum are big budget movies such as ‘Life of Pi’, which every middle class
and upper class household in India worth its salt went to check out last weekend. The movie taught
children a thing or two about animal behaviour and survival strategies (though many could
scientifically challenge some of the films contents, specially the dream-like carnivorous island).
Agreed that it takes one Ang Lee and truckloads of money to make such movies but the take home
message here is the art of storytelling.

Is their a way of telling a story, beyond the documentary mode, that could perhaps make a movie
much more ‘mainstream’? Why don’t more environment and wildlife film makers use innovative ways
of telling stories? That, in no way, is intended to belittle the classic documentary format, which will
forever continue to charm the more intellectually-oriented — the classes, as cinema lingo labels them.
As for the masses, these festivals will perhaps need to reinvent themselves in form and tenor for
people to sit up and take note.

The organisers of environment and wildlife film festivals seem to realise this and are struggling hard
to reach their message across to more people every year.

One of the biggest film festivals in this genre in India — the multi-city traveling festival CMS
Vatavaran that began in 2002 — boasted of 300 entries from 27 countries last year. It is still
travelling this year with the theme ‘biodiversity conservation’ and is scheduled to screen films in the
West Bengal capital Kolkata next week (December 3-8, 2012). Their theme was a good fit for
Hyderabad’s COP-11 to the Convention on Biological Diversity, where they hosted the ‘International
Biodiversity Film Festival’ with more than 50 Indian and international films on biodiversity issues.

The organiserssay,”’ldeals are abstract, but they are necessary, too. They can be transformed into a
felt experience, but can get only as febrile as the passion that pushes it. The questions that provoked
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us a decade ago remain.”

Being screened in New Delhi next week is ‘Quotes from the Earth* (December 6-7, 2012), an
environment film festival organised by advocacy group Toxics Link and India International Centre,
Delhi. It will have about 25 films from across the world, some of which are currently on show at the
more mainstream film event ‘International Film Festival of India (IFFI 2012) in Goa (November 20-
30, 2012).

That brings us to films with overt or covert environment/wildlife themes being screened at the more
talked about and attended IFFI, 2012. Of these films, just about a couple adopt the documentary-
style story telling technique. While the Greek film ‘Boy eating Bird’s Food’ is the story of a boy and a
canary bird with insights into the bird’s life, the Hebrew-Russian ‘Igor and the Crane’s Journey’ is the
story of a father and son tracing the journey of migratory birds from Russia to Africa. English film
‘Salmon Fishing in the Yemen’ is a visionary sheikh’s passion for a peaceful pastime of salmon fishing
and the ‘Last dogs of Winter’ tells the story of wild bears peacefully sharing a barren strip of coastal
land with a large number of chained dogs during polar bear season in Manitoba, Canada. ‘Fogo’,
featuring a small community in the Fogo island that is forced to leave as the tundras take over their
habitats and 'More than Honey’, a personal perspective of a beekeeper’s grandson in Switzerland, are
a couple of others to mention.

Adopting the documentary style are Elemental (by GayatriRoshan and Emmanuel Voughan-Lee)
which narrates the journey of three people connected by their deep bond with nature and driven to
confront some of the most pressing ecological challenges of our times, the Vidarbha farmer suicides
story ‘Cotton for my Shroud’, and the self explanatory ‘Himachal’s Avian Paradise: Pong Dam Wildlife
Sanctuary’ and ‘Mangroves: Guardian of the Coast’.

‘Tiger Dynasty’, a popular film in wildlife film circuit by director-producer-cinematographer S.
Nallamuthu shows the life of a young tigress taken from her home in Ranthambore National Park and
released in Sariska with the hope that she will raise a new dynasty there. The film maker has been
filming the tigress ever since she was a cub and he reveals what challenges such displaced animals
feel in their new environments. ‘Char: the No Man’s Land’, is an account of environment refugees
from India and Bangladesh.

GirishKasaravalli’'s national award winning film from 2002 ‘Dweepa’ is also a refreshing entry — it
deals with the issues of building dams and displacement of natives — with some master storytelling
and camera.

I'm sure the issue has been debated in umpteen panel discussions, perhaps in these very film
festivals, but it would be good to know what film makers in this genre think about marrying
entertainment with hard-core information-packed story telling techniques? Is there a middle path for
environment and wildlife messages? Infotainment, without dumbing down the message? What are the
cult movies in this genre, according to you?
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19. http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/Film- November 29, 2012
Festival/speednewsbytopic/keyid-1666.cms

G AR aghunath K Shriramwar, the Aurangabad lad, bagged nomination
for CMS Vatavaran, the environment and wildlife film festival to be held in
December in Delhi.

By Syed Rizwanullah, Aurangabad 441 days ago | () § [k n ®

20. http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp- December 1, 2012
otherstates/film-festival-to-focus-on-biodiversity-
conservation/article4153052.ece
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Today's Paper » NATIONAL » OTHER STATES

Kolkata, December 1, 2012

Film festival to focus on biodiversity conservation
Staff Reporter
A five-day ‘Biodiversity Film Festival and Forum’ being organised by the State Environment Department
and CMS Environment -- a non-government organisation -- from December 3 aims to sensitise the youth of
the city to conserve natural resources.

The festival started in July this year in Dehra Dun and will conclude in Kolkata. It was also held in Jaipur,
Goa, and Hyderabad earlier this year.

Thirty films on the ecological diversity of our planet will be screened at eight venues across the city. A
panel discussion on the challenges to biodiversity of West Bengal from climate change is organised by the
West Bengal Pollution Control Board on December 5. “The theme of this film festival organised every
alternate year by CMS Environment is ‘Biodiversity’ because the United Nations has declared 2011-2020 as
the ‘Decade of Biodiversity’ and also because for the first time India hosted the Convention on Biological
Diversity in Hyderabad in October,” said Festival Coordinator, Priya Verma of CMS Environment.

“India was among the first in the world to have a Biodiversity Act in 2002 but we are facing alarming
biodiversity loss. The aim of the festival is, among other things, permanently change the way we consume
natural resources,” she added.

“Films are potentially a strong medium to communicate with society and creating an effective medium to
sensitize the young generation,” said Chairman of the State’s Pollution Control Board, Prof
BinoyKantiDutta. “Public perception on biodiversity is quite vague so through films it will be easy to make
people aware of conservation and sustainable use of the rich biodiversity,” he added.

More In: OTHER STATES | NATIONAL
Ads by Google
Travel India with Savaari
India's Largest Car Rental Company. Pay @Booking or Drop-off, Book Now!
Savaari.com/Safe-Way-To-TravelClub Mahindra Holidays
40 luxury resort in India, 6300 RCI affiliated resorts abroad. Register
clubmahindra.com/Visit_ClubMahindraFree coaching for IIT JEE
Access Free Video Lectures, Notes & Test to crack IITJEE. Register Now!
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21. http://sanctuaryasia.com/events/upcoming-events/9056-7th- December 1, 2012

cms-vatavaran
stul ol tha u:ldl
A S A 3-
7th CMS Vatavaran

December 3-8, 2012: CMS Vatavaran announces its 7" wildlife and environment film festival and calls
for entries for the year 2012 from filmmakers from around the country. Themes concerning
everything from sustainable urban planning to show casing the wilderness of the country.

Event details

Dates: December 3-8, 2012

Venue: Kolkata

Related info:http://www.cmsvatavaran.org/#
About the event

The 2012 CMS VATAVARAN film festival has a central theme of biodiversity. The organisers of the
festival explain: “We chose this theme because public perception on biodiversity is quite vague. We
have a hazy understanding of the multiplicity of species on Earth, little sense of how this diversity
gives stability to life and provides ecosystem services to villagers as well as those living in cities. The
situation in India is, indeed, ironic: this country was among the first in the world to have a
Biodiversity Act in 2002. So focus must fall on why a country like ours faces alarming biodiversity
loss. The impact is, sometimes, shocking to see. But to go beyond, we want discussion on possible
solutions to ensure that the ecosystems of the planet continue to sustain human well-being in the
future. “
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State to organise biodiversity film fest

Fest, environment, Kolkata, West Bengal

By Qwr Corvespondent On 12-01-2012
L s JE ;

In a first of its kind, a five-day long film festival on issues related to hiodiversity will be arganised hy the state
ervironment departtment with other government and private pantners. Around 30 international and Indian films in eight
different venues will be screened with the theme, "Biodiversity Conservation’.

The festival would be inaugurated hy state environment minister Sudarshan Ghosh Dastidar on December 3 at
Mandan. CMS Vatavaran - Environment and Wildlife Filim Festival and Forum - is the key parther organising this film
festival. "Kolkata CMS Vatavaran is a people's festival on hiodiversity to enhance understanding, appreciation and
shift in attitudes an the natural world and its conservation through films and hiodiversity forums," said Alka Tomar,

[ share 4 Email |/ 1

i}
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festival director.

Apart fram Mandan, the films would be screened at educational institutes such as Lady Brabourne Callege,
Surendranath College and Ashok Hall Girls' Higher Secondary Schoal. Films would also he shown at the state
pollution control board (PCE) and other venues, PCB chairman Binay K Dutta said; "Festivals on biodiversity would
encourage us to think about film as a potentially strong medium to communicate with society” He also appreciated
that Kolkata has been selected as the travelling film festival city Mot only film screening, a panel discussion an
hiodiversity is also a part of the festival. The topic for discussion is "Challenges to Biodiversity of West Bengal from
Climate Change'.
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FIRST FILM FESTIVAL ON
BIODIVERSITY
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The state’s first film festival on biodiversity, [EEliEEE] CMS Yatavaran', will kick off on

December 3 in el 0E,

"This film festival is the first af its kind in West Bengal. The themes of all the films will
centre around biodiversity and its conservation and would mainly target school students
from across the state,” AK Sanyal, West Bengal Biodiversity Board chairman, said an
Friday.

The five-day festival will showcase 30 award-winning films at eight venues across the
city, including the auditorium of the state pollution control board, Satyajit Ray Film and
Television Institute and other schools and colleges.

The festival first kicked off in Dehra Dun in July 2102, visiting Jaipur, Goa and

Hyderabad before [HElliEE].

"This is the first year and we are mainly targeting schoolchildren. Representatives of at
least 350 eco-clubs run by the biodiversity board in various schools across the state have
been invited,” BK Dutta, state pollution control board chairman, said.

Dutta =aid that even though this festival was arganised mainly for schoaolchildren,
officials will try doing it on a bigger scale from 2013 =o it is open to all,

CMS Environment - a Delhi based NGO - and the state environment department
organised the festival, \With films, there will be discussion and forums on challenges to
biodiversity,

“We will also felicitate five green ambassadors-individual who have done exemplary
work at the grass roots level for the conservation of biodiversity in West Bengal,” said

Priva Talwar, festival coordinator.

Frevious Stary Mext Stary
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5-day biodiversity film fest targets students

By Our Corvespondent, On 12-04-2012
D - G -

WWiith the city's vouth showing more responsibility towards environmental conservation, the state's first film festival on

B share 1| |EdEmail 0
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biodiwersity has targeted students of schools and colleges. The five-day festival was inaugurated at Mandan on
honday.
The film festival has roped in 3,500 eco-clubs from vatious schools in the city and the districts and will see the
participation of at least 10,000 students and teachers over the next four days. Apart from Mandan, the other venues
will be Loreto Day School, Ashok Hall Girls' Higher Secondary School, Satvajit Ray Film & Television Institute, City
College (South), Lady Brabourme College and Surendranath College. These will be screening 30 award-winning
films that delve into the issue of hio-diversity conservation.
"Cinema ig avisual medium and has the power o educate all. Films on reducing carbon emissions, energy efficiency
and eco-friendly industries will be screened at the festival. With mountaing, seas, and forest areas, Bengal has a very
rich biodiversity, Bengal is also home to a colossal pool of researchers fram various disciplines. We should focus on
using our own resodrces to save our own environment," said state environment minister Sudarshan Ghosh Dastidar.
Atthe inauguration, tia green ambassadors from YWest Bengal were awarded for the remarkable contribution in the
field of hiodiversity conservation. Fram a list of 32 nominations submitted by the state government, Suchandra Kundu
was selected for her outstanding wark in saving the mangrave syster and conserving the Benagal tiger in the delta
region while Pradeep Dutta was chasen for spearheading the anti-nuclear mavement in Haripur. A 14-minute-lang
film titled Tiger Project in Buxa Forestwas also screened at the event.
"The work of the West Bengal Faollution Control Board in saving biodiversity has been noted across the country. This
film festival will help in spreading awareness and educating citizens on the necessity to continue this pursuit,” said
RFPS Kahlon, principal secretany, state environment department.
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The first =et of film screenings of Vatavaran — a five-day film festival and forum on hiodiversity conservation, saw an

unexpectedly large turnout at each of the three venues where a total of 12 films were screened thraughout the day.

Most of the visitors were glued to their chairs during the screenings that lasting for one-and-a-half-hours. Four
short-films were shown at each venue. It is the right time for Sachin
Of the eight venues across the city that will be screening a total of 30 award-winning films till December ¥, on Tendulkar to retire from active
Tuesday Surendranath College, West Bengal Pollution Control Board (WBPCE) and Satyajit Ray Film and Television b J Cricket?

Institute (SRFTI) were the three venues where students and environmentalists came together to withess the g
dilapidating candition of biodiversity across the waorld.

"Mat only did the films depict the degree of exploitation man has inflicted upon natural resources but also @gmgﬂ 0”]';5@@@“
emphasised the necessity to conserve biodiversity" said Malini Choudhury, law student at Surendranath College,
where the screenings began at 10.00 am. Films like Amongst Tigers and Elephants, a 25-minute documentary for
Frazar Bharati by the Bedi Brothers and Peter McBride's 18-minute long Chasing Water, were screened here before
the next set of screenings that commenced at YWBPCB at noon.

AYWBPCBH, where at least one screening will take place every day during the festival, World Wildlife Fund's The Jungle

Gang Meets the Rhno by Shankar 5 was screened along with three other prominent films
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"Shankar has been promoting hiodiversity conservation for years and his work display hard-hitting truths about the .
exception(WB_ERule_3)'

deteriorating condition of the environment as well as wildlife. | am glad thatthis was one of the films to be shown to

the youth. ltis an inspirational piece ofwark," said Sundeep Srivastay, seniar festival manager.
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Paul, direction student, SRFTI. R

‘With the aim of reaching out to people about saving the environment through this film festival, Vatavaran has adopted
a two-year farmat far the past 10 vears.

Every alternate year, a competition is arganised where the best of environmental short-films fram across the world are
selected and the following year, the same films are screened at warious destinations acrozs India to spread 21 people follow The Bengal Post.
environmental awareness amongst citizens.

Screenings at the third venue SRFTI began at 6 pm and the auditorium was packed as most of spectatars were film
students. "Santosh Pednekar's Crampie not only delves into the issue of erwironmental degradation hut the
technigques in the film are remarkable. Same goes for Christian Baumeister's Amazon Alive. We usually have the
evenings to aurselves and | am thrilled that | did not have to rearrange my schedule to watch the films," said Ashim
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Sunderbans biodiversity back to hormal: Experts

By Our Correspondent, On 1 2-06-2012
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As part of Vatavaran, the first film festival and forum on biodiversity conservation, a panel discussion was arganised to
discuss the environmental development after Cyclone Aila hit the Sunderbans and other areas in May 2009, Though
the central government sanctioned 5,500 crore to rebuild the embankment of the world' s largest estuarine forest at
the cost of relocating the locals of the Sunderbans, the locals refused to move out but offered to he a part of the
restoration process.

“wihen the locals refused to be relocated, we designed a dewelopment module whereby not only would the
Sunderbans be restored but the extensive hiodiversity could also be conserved” said environmentalist A K Ghosh.
Through the wark of the Sunderbans hoard, seven to eight departments of the state government, private agencies and
over a 100 MGOs, the input cost of the organic rehahilitation was reduced, ecological benefits provided, net farm
income sustained and agro biodiversity was nurtured.

"Cyelone Aila caused the salinity level of the water to increase and hence the locals lost the primary source of their
incame. The 5.1 million residents of the 55 islands of the Sunderbans did not know how to sustain themselves
despite the diverse flora and fauna found in the Sunderbans," said Anurag Danda, an environmentalist with the World
Wildlife Fund.

As part of rehabilitating the locals and simultaneously conserving hiodiversity, over two-and-a-half yvears and across
2,000 hectares, 30,000 community members from 108 villages successfully planted 41 lakh saplings. These
saplings would produce seeds that would keep the farmers from purchasing commercialised grains and hence
create a seed bank of their own.

By invalving community memhbers in the project, men and women were empowered alike and the hio-resere was
strengthened. "Apart from conserving the biodiversity, community models and sustenance models help to integrate
hiodiversity. For instance, if the vast 6,000-hectares span of mangrove forests along the coastal border secured a
land inhabited by the people during natural calamities like Cyclone Aila, their houses, farms and businesses will also
be saved," Ajanta Dey, the president of Mature Enviranment Ywildlife Society.
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1. http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp- October 8, 2012
andhrapradesh/fiveday-biodiversity-film-festival-in-
hyderabad/article3976144.ece

Home News Opinion Sport Business Arts Life & Style S&T EBducation Health Hor

TODAY'S PAPER » NATIONAL » ANDHRA PRADESH HYDERABAD, October 8, zo12
Five-day biodiversity film festival in Hyderabad

SPECTAL CORRESFONDENT SHARE - FRINT - T+

The Hyderabad Film Club in association with the Information & Public Relations Department and the
Bangalore Film Club will be crganising a five-day biodiversity film festival at the Indira Privadarshini
hall, Public Gardens, from Cctober 810 12, 10,90 aam. to § p.an. every day.

52 films to be screened

About gz films will be screened as part of the festival. The Minister for I&PR, D.E. Aruna, will
inaugurate the festival con October 8 at g.90 a.an. Noted film-maker Salkhar Kammula and his team of
actors from ‘Life is Beautiful’ will also be present, a press release said.

MORE IN: ANDHRA PRADESH | NATIONAL
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Sllver screen,
Green issues

At the five-day CMS Vatavaran Film Festival, the first of its
kind in the country, filmmakers bring to light environmental
concems from across the globe, reports Dhritiman Ray
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the water levels. Ten years later, theps
were fior harwe sts in surnreer alane.

Ghoch and Thornas' dosmnentary, rnads
&= part of their T, Fellowship programemie:,
Tnpressed eritiez and <onEsarvatiorists
avervhers. The fhn was amed on the
Matiomal Geograp his Chatnel In e 20m
and sereened at the TN Comorentiom of
Lo ate Charge, Careun, Medoo in 2010,
It brmght to light the people’s offorts to
Jewalop a astainable modeal. “We dan't
Imaow whrnobodyacmalymade a fil on
thern, " Ghash zays.

Eut, Ghosh and Tharnas am natalome,
Every year, hurndreds of Indian
fAhnreakers bring burring soodron -
tal issnes to light And, in the process,
ther brave rary challenges, Ghosh and
Tharnas toak aver siv Teonths to finish
the project, which inwalwed eorsnsve
travelling and mesting many people.
“Making docwurnentaries (] toughser
than mealdng Alms ' Ghaosh opines,

Where Ghash and Tharnas nse asoft
Appraach in narrting thelr story, Sourar
Bararel tries an ageressive cutlook.
Sarangtl's Blemgon i a one-rainute flm
on the erosion of the banles of the Padrea
river. The flm captires the wrath of
rature and the affested people’s rags
FEainet the SorerTonent

“Dximnentary is abot reditgy, nota
Teality show,” says Borar Sarangi o
Tefelka. Barargi is a former Preddeney
Callege and Film and Telavision Institits
of India [FTIT), Pure, grajuate . His filrs
aikh &= Bilal, ffear—The Taland PAthin,
have been landed at international flm
feztivals, sieh as at the Locarna Jpen
Dwwr Festival, zo11l and the Doubal
International  Filn  Festival, zoiz.
Bfatget earned Sarangi the Best
Director's Award at the Madura Intema-
tonal Doornen tary and Short Filon fes-
tval in zoa7 and the prestigions Film
South Asila award inzoo7.

“Mot meh work has besn dome on
water, although it is 2 burning izspe
woddwide. Since zooy, West Bergal has
witniessed mass mowements [for] land.
The day is approaching when thep: will
be a werldwide moovenant on water,
which will inspire flmmakers to make
riore flms on this izme " 22z Shirarna
Harmpakar, the Head of the Departrnent
of Editing, Satyajit Pay Film and

Environment Teclino

Televiden  Iretitnte  [SBFTT), and
Sarangi's dlassmnate at FTI. Karmnakar is
aking a film on the Jesser-lmown rirers
of Bengal that are headsd towards
aytinetion.

It ey comie a5 a airprise, but a hand-
sorne mmnber of flms are made by
Indian filrnrnalers each year on water.
Tarini Manshanda's Froundwsater U
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[zo1a) focuses on the depleting water
resourees in Delhi. Several docurnen-
taries have been made on birning iz=mes
swkh as the Marmada Mowement [d
WNarmada Tiary bty A Patwardhan,
Mavieada Risitg by Tarind Marchanda)
and the infareous Bihar foods of zoof,
ased b the swelling of the Faosd Biver
[ Ho s Batfn — The Malitg of o Favine
by Jan Madhorar], but these hawe fafled
to peach the masses. "Unlike in other
womiries, Jocuneentary makers in India
suffocats wnder scarss budgets. This
womnprornisss the quality of their files
and harnpers the disserination of their
work," Ghoshsays,

Errer theugh docurnentary Sl alers
lask Anancial and techmologieal Tousde,
unlike Ballywood, they Jaawe no store
unbrned to reach the masses. Their
Hlrns are sepeened at various educations
institiutions, corporats srants and goe
&rnIent crganisations. Momeower, their
filmns are nplaaded to promnent social
networldng sites sueh s Fasebaok and
TouTube. *The Mivacle Warar Wllage
has orer fooon views,"! Ghosh saps.
“The Bl was used a5 a resoamres, as an
adwacacy tool by crganizations,” Shash
wlarifies. *Serasning our flms at festivals
i the best platformn for vs. But every
Tnajar festival dernands hefty sniry foes
Tie need mew and bigger platformes to

Phocdo Sooarbasy . Suc bt Sk o dRirda Thorkfces
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redach cutto the people,’ he says.

Kamnakar too blarnes the absence of 2
platformn whers Blmns can be presented.
“The abtseree of glameour makes the
irrestors and the avdience reluoctant.
Peaple [meed to] understand that ameall
s contain even bigger stories,” he
says. The CMS Vatavaran Film Festival is
ane sikh platformn that provides the essan-
tal push to thiz germs. What statted as an
endeavonr in 200z to @ve mabme has
avahred into a dedivated M Rstiw] on
animormert, the fira of itz kind in India,
The festival wasrecenthy hosted in Kdkata,
and sereened ower 30 files [indoding
Leasteg Water, Bhargor and The ifiacle
Water Village] tor erninernt and armatsor
Hlrereakers fram acrom the wadd.

“Batk In zoasz, astudy ber our teamn
frund that India does not make good
flres on eTedrommeent,” sayE Prira Vemna
Tayor, the festival coordinator. The
inaugural festival was lammched in Delhi
in zoazand the firstedition received 100
anries. Howewer, the festival soomn went
travelling soit could reach a wider andi-
enga. This year, the festival has toumed
Jaipur, Dxhradun, Hyderabad and
Panaji. In Folcata, the fwe-day festival
stayed away frome comrentional theatres
ard, irstead, was sereened acmoss edusa-
tional institutes sudh 2 Surendranath
Callege, SEFTI, Loreta Schoal for Girks
and the fAshak Hall Girls’ Schoal. That
Apart, seItinars and interactive sossgors
weme orgarised at the West Bengal
Pollution Contral Beard avditorire, The
Argarisers also SnCOUTAags aWaTelwss
Areng pecple cutside the regular social
set-up. “In the Japar edition, we
sepeened aur films for inmates of the
Jaipir Jail, " Tador says.

Direstorof The MWiracle Wata Village,
Ghash, feels that a confliencs of fim-
makers and experts from around the
warld ¢an halp support the meoveTsent.
“Ttoffers amaterr filrnmeakers [a] plat-
form .. and .. exposes Indian floe-
akers tonew techmalagies,” e says.

Kamnakar adds, “The festival was naot
sorrething wheps theatres wers ovrerflow
img ... But, =, it was prajzed "

Tear zo1z mearks 1040 wears of Indian
dremna As the megastars of Balljwacd
Jamea topeapilar e at gcagy awand sar-
erpanies and meovie lowers savaur the
dalight of basde-to back flm festivals sueh
a FFF [Folkata Infemational Film
Festival] and IFH (International Film
Festiva] of India], reonrs rakers e Shash
and Sarang] comtinne to make doenTnen-
taties on global isspes, far foome quisetly
alnding the glitterivg wirld o the sibrer
TEDRET),
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